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My father has worked as a car 


mechanic for thirty-plus years. He 
unionized the shop in the ‘ 90 s. The 
bosses stopped distributing turkeys 

at Christmas. It WdS WOTth it.\ 


he says. 
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I dedicate this song to the workin’ man — 

For every man that puts in eight or ten hard hours a day 
of work and toil and sweat. 

Always got somebody lookin’ down his neck 

tryin’ to get more out of him 

than he really ought to have to put in. 


The first thing my father ever 
taught me about work was to 
always be carrying a broom. That 
way, he said, the bosses will assume 
you're doing something, and if they ask 
something of you, you can give the excuse 
you re on your way to do something else. 
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Every mornin’ Oney waited at the gate 

Where he’d rant and rave like I committed murder 

clockin’ in five minutes late. 

We clocked in and out on a greasy beige computer 
with a primitive interface. You had to enter a 
numerical code followed by your employee number. 
My father taught me to always clock in before you 
change into your work clothes and clock out after you 
change out of your work clothes. Those minutes add 
up over the years, but even the smallest wage theft is 
always worthwhile. 
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My father has worked as a car 
mechanic for thirty-plus years. He 
unioni 2 ed the shop in the ‘90s. The 
bosses stopped distributing turkeys 

at Christmas. It IVdS IVOVth it ,, 
he says. 
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My father retire 
want to play Joi 
song concludes 
awaits the more 
Oney. Cash, as 
for the beating. 
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